Room Review: Beau Rivage

By: The Virge Man






I absolutely love this poker room.  While the action and crowds might have been better because I was there during the WPT event, the room and management itself is my favorite out of any place I've been too. It's the Bellagio South with better service. I haven't been everywhere, but I'd rank it well ahead of South Point, the Wynn, Goldstrike - Tunica, Harrah's New Orleans, MGM Grand, the Mirage, and even ahead of my previous favorite at Bellagio.

A brief rundown of features:


The Room: In the far left corner of the casino right beside the non-smoking slots and off the main table game/craps/roulette area.   The restrooms aren't as close as the Bellagio, but they are less than a minutes walk way.  There are two levels to the room with 5-6 tables in the upper area and 8-10 tables in the lower part (I apologize for not getting an exact count).  


Games: They spread 1/2-5/10 NLHE, 4/8 LHE, 10/20 lo8, and some PLO while I was there, but they have dealers able to spread stud, badugi, and lowball games if there is adequate interest.


Rake: The pots aren't raked, but each player pays $6 time every push (30 minutes). It's a great deal if you are catching hands, but obviously sucks if you're on an hour or three dead run.


Dealers: I really liked the regular room dealers (the WPT dealers are another story).  Not a single dealer asked or even hinted around for tips.  A large number of them are poker players themselves and really have a feel for how things are from the player's point of view.  About the only dealing problem I encountered was a burn and turn before action had completed. This happened about 5-6 times while I was there, and it seems like it'd be easy to fix if they'd train every dealer to bring all the bets in and tap the table to announce the burn before proceeding.   One of the things I liked the best was how into poker the dealers were and almost all of them would stick around and talk about the hands they watched you play while dealing.  I learned a lot about my play and mannerisms at the table while talking to them, especially while talking to Doug and Daniel (I still don't appreciate Daniel's penchant for dealing running boats, but anyway).


Management: The floor managers did a great job of running the waiting lists as well as managing the dealers and making floor decisions.  Even at the busiest times they never lost their composure or failed to look out for the players.  I played over 100 hours while I was there and I never saw a floor decision that I disagreed with.  After I had become a regular there they even helped steer me to good games and good seats.


Comps:  Each table has an magnetic reader for swiping your MGM player's card and tracking your play.  I really don't know what I earned as far as comps, but I always had a drink (or 3) and absolutely any food I wanted at any time.  You can get a buffet comp at any point or order food from the Terrace Cafe, and everything that I ordered was both really good and delivered quickly.  It's worth playing there for a while just to get the free buffet. It's just as good as the Bellagio.  Who can't get excited about all you can eat crab legs:
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Cocktail Waitresses:  They have the best cocktail waitresses of any place that I have been.  The waitresses in most casinos seem to hate working the poker room because the tips from poker players aren't as good as from those playing table games, but I didn't get any hint of that from any of the waitresses there. They were really fast even though they were generally delivering 10-15 drinks at a time.   During my marathon sessions I had a red bull or other drink every 15 minutes or so it seems.  Of course, it didn't help that they were all gorgeous, but that's pretty useless if they can't get you the right drink on time.


People: I'd like to thank the following room employees, in no particular order, for making my experience there unforgettable:  Doug, Daniel, Norman, Marilyn, Allison, Mary, Kimberly,  Janice, Mike, Sang, Keni, Trinidad, Don, Jean,  Janine, and several others who my horrible memory can't remember your name at the moment.  

Casino: The casino itself is modeled on the same architecture as the Bellagio I'm told. Whether that's true or not it's first class. It was completed after Katrina, and from what I could tell it's one of the only nice things standing in Biloxi. (Beach blvd is basically a ghost town, empty beaches, empty lots with only foundations of previous buildings still present) The very nice pool outback overlooks the Gulf.

