If You Build It …They Will Come
“If you build it…they will come” was what was being talked about at the Beau Rivage last weekend as the tournament series called “The Million Dollar Heater” kicked off with a $340 2 day entry event with a $200,000 guarantee.  Johnny Grooms and the Beau Rivage built it, and boy did they come…they came in droves.
The talk before the tournament around the Gulf Coast was of possible overlay as they would have to get to close to 700 players to cover the guarantee. There were some players that were talking 500 players across both days, and boy were they wrong. Not only did the Beau Rivage bust the overlay non-sense, but they did that in the 1st day. As word spread around the poker community of the prize pool possibly doubling the $200,000, players packed in cars from miles around to get in day 2 and be a part of a recording breaking tournament.
That’s right folks, The Beau Rivage broke all the State of Mississippi’s tournament records, and the tourney eventually became the biggest poker tournament ever ran in the State of Mississippi with close to 1400 players across both days with more players showing up for day 2 than day 1. Over 700 on day 2 came to play for the massive prize pool. Yes they did double the prize pool, and yes they did crush all the other poker fields before it.

Coming into day 2 were close to 200 players (I was one of them) which included poker professionals Tyler “Tydean” Smith, John “JRD312” Dolan and Justin “Lockdown Tex” Allen just to name a few of the notables, but there were also lots of other tournament grinders such as “B” Vu from New Orleans, Josh Palmer from Mobile, Danny Doucet from Lafayette, and couple John Evans and Beverly Cheney.
The prize pool as a little different for the 2 day event with only close to 7 percent getting paid, and although it was announced during the 2nd entry day that 1st place would be well over $100,000, it wound up being more closer to $75,000.
We are still waiting on the results and a few hand histories, and we will post them up as soon as we get them. We do know that there was some sort of a “chop” with 6 players left, and tournament grinder Scott Williams walked away with the win and the trophy.
Gene Dudek III, also known as “GeneD”, is a poker enthusiast and local player that is co-owner of this Magazine and www.gulfcoastpoker.net. GeneD can be found playing all the low to mid-level No Limit cash games and tournaments on the live circuit of the Gulf Coast as well as the micro to mid level MTTs online. His online moniker is “GCPGeneD”
